
The weekly Christian Science Quarterly Bible Lesson is from the Bible and Science and Health 
with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 
THIS WEEK’S BIBLE LESSON 

Love 
July 25–31, 2016 

Golden Text | Song of Solomon 8:7 (to :) 

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: 

Responsive Reading | Isaiah 63:7, 9 in his; Psalms 91:2, 3, 10, 11; Isaiah 49:13, 15, 16 (to ;) 

I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according to all that 

the Lord hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath 

bestowed on them according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his lovingkindnesses. 

. . . in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all 

the days of old. 

I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 

Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. 

There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 

Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the Lord 

hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted. 

Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of 

her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 

Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; 

Section 1 
The Bible 

1 | Malachi 1:2 (to .) 

I have loved you, saith the Lord. 

2 | Jeremiah 31:3 Yea (to :) 

Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: 



Section 1 
Science and Health 

1 | 6:17–18 

"God is Love." More than this we cannot ask, higher we cannot look, farther we cannot go. 

2 | 248:3–4 

Love never loses sight of loveliness. Its halo rests upon its object. 

Section 2 
The Bible 

3 | I Samuel 26:1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 12 (to :), 14, 15 (to 3rd ?), 16–19 And (to 1st .), 21, 25 Blessed 

And the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide himself in the hill of 

Hachilah, which is before Jeshimon? 

And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, which is before Jeshimon, by the way. But David abode 

in the wilderness, and he saw that Saul came after him into the wilderness. 

And David arose, and came to the place where Saul had pitched: and David beheld the place 

where Saul lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the captain of his host: and Saul lay in the trench, and the 

people pitched round about him. 

So David and Abishai came to the people by night: and, behold, Saul lay sleeping within the 

trench, and his spear stuck in the ground at his bolster: but Abner and the people lay round about 

him. 

And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not: for who can stretch forth his hand against the Lord's 

anointed, and be guiltless? 

So David took the spear and the cruse of water from Saul's bolster; and they gat them away, and 

no man saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked: 

And David cried to the people, and to Abner the son of Ner, saying, Answerest thou not, Abner? 

Then Abner answered and said, Who art thou that criest to the king? And David said to Abner, Art 

not thou a valiant man? and who is like to thee in Israel? wherefore then hast thou not kept thy lord 

the king? 

And now see where the king's spear is, and the cruse of water that was at his bolster. And Saul 

knew David's voice, and said, Is this thy voice, my son David? And David said, It is my voice, my 



lord, O king. And he said, Wherefore doth my lord thus pursue after his servant? for what have I 

done? or what evil is in mine hand? Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the words of 

his servant. 

Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my son David: for I will no more do thee harm, because my 

soul was precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly. 

Blessed be thou, my son David: thou shalt both do great things, and also shalt still prevail. So 

David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place. 

4 | Matthew 5:44 Love, 45 

Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 

which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is 

in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 

and on the unjust. 

5 | Romans 13:10 love is 

love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Section 2 
Science and Health 

3 | 560:11–17 

True estimate of God's messenger 

The great miracle, to human sense, is divine Love, and the grand necessity of existence is to gain 

the true idea of what constitutes the kingdom of heaven in man. This goal is never reached while we 

hate our neighbor or entertain a false estimate of anyone whom God has appointed to voice His 

Word. 

4 | 266:13 

Friends will betray and enemies will slander, until the lesson is sufficient to exalt you; for "man's 

extremity is God's opportunity." The author has experienced the foregoing prophecy and its 

blessings. Thus He teaches mortals to lay down their fleshliness and gain spirituality. This is done 

through self-abnegation. Universal Love is the divine way in Christian Science. 



5 | 571:15 

The armor of divinity 

At all times and under all circumstances, overcome evil with good. Know thyself, and God will 

supply the wisdom and the occasion for a victory over evil. Clad in the panoply of Love, human 

hatred cannot reach you. The cement of a higher humanity will unite all interests in the one divinity. 

6 | 243:25 Love 

Annihilation of error 

Love has no sense of hatred. Life has no partnership with death. Truth, Life, and Love are a law 

of annihilation to everything unlike themselves, because they declare nothing except God. 

7 | 340:23 

One infinite God, good, unifies men and nations; constitutes the brotherhood of man; ends wars; 

fulfils the Scripture, "Love thy neighbor as thyself;" annihilates pagan and Christian idolatry, — 

whatever is wrong in social, civil, criminal, political, and religious codes; equalizes the sexes; annuls 

the curse on man, and leaves nothing that can sin, suffer, be punished or destroyed. 

Section 3 
The Bible 

6 | Psalms 23:1, 4 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with 

me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

7 | Daniel 9:1–3, 17, 21, 22, 23 for (to :) 

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king 

over the realm of the Chaldeans; In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the 

number of the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would 

accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. And I set my face unto the Lord God, to 

seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: 

Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy 

face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake. 



Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the 

beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. And he 

informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and 

understanding. 

for thou art greatly beloved: 

Section 3 
Science and Health 

8 | 578:5 (only), 10 

[DIVINE LOVE] is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for [LOVE] is with 

me; [LOVE'S] rod and [LOVE'S] staff they comfort me. 

9 | 174:9–14 

Rise of thought 

The footsteps of thought, rising above material standpoints, are slow, and portend a long night to 

the traveller; but the angels of His presence — the spiritual intuitions that tell us when "the night is 

far spent, the day is at hand" — are our guardians in the gloom. 

10 | 566:29–30 

The Old Testament assigns to the angels, God's divine messages, different offices. 

11 | 567:1–8 

Gabriel has the more quiet task of imparting a sense of the ever-presence of ministering Love. 

These angels deliver us from the depths. Truth and Love come nearer in the hour of woe, when 

strong faith or spiritual strength wrestles and prevails through the understanding of God. The Gabriel 

of His presence has no contests. To infinite, ever-present Love, all is Love, and there is no error, no 

sin, sickness, nor death. 

12 | 66:11 



Spiritual development germinates not from seed sown in the soil of material hopes, but when 

these decay, Love propagates anew the higher joys of Spirit, which have no taint of earth. Each 

successive stage of experience unfolds new views of divine goodness and love. 

Section 4 
The Bible 

8 | Matthew 4:17 Jesus 

Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

9 | Matthew 7:3–5 why 

why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in 

thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, 

behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; 

and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 

10 | I Corinthians 13:4–6 

Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 

Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 

Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 

11 | Romans 12:9 (to 1st .) 

Let love be without dissimulation. 

12 | Romans 13:8 

Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 

Section 4 
Science and Health 

13 | 516:12–13 

Love imparts beauty 

Love, redolent with unselfishness, bathes all in beauty and light. 

14 | 201:9, 17–18 



Passions, selfishness, false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality, yield to spirituality, and the 

superabundance of being is on the side of God, good. 

The way to extract error from mortal mind is to pour in truth through flood-tides of Love. 

15 | 242:15 

Self-love is more opaque than a solid body. In patient obedience to a patient God, let us labor to 

dissolve with the universal solvent of Love the adamant of error, — self-will, self-justification, and 

self-love, — which wars against spirituality and is the law of sin and death. 

16 | 454:17–23 

Love the incentive 

Love for God and man is the true incentive in both healing and teaching. Love inspires, illumines, 

designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions to thought, and strength and freedom to 

speech and action. Love is priestess at the altar of Truth. Wait patiently for divine Love to move upon 

the waters of mortal mind, and form the perfect concept. 

17 | 224:31 (only) 

No power can withstand divine Love. 

Section 5 
The Bible 

13 | Deuteronomy 33:12 The 

The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by him; and the Lord shall cover him all the day long, 

and he shall dwell between his shoulders. 

14 | Luke 8:40 it, 43–48 

it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, the people gladly received him: for they were all 

waiting for him. 

And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her living upon 

physicians, neither could be healed of any, Came behind him, and touched the border of his 

garment: and immediately her issue of blood stanched. And Jesus said, Who touched me? When all 

denied, Peter and they that were with him said, Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee, 



and sayest thou, Who touched me? And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that 

virtue is gone out of me. And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, and 

falling down before him, she declared unto him before all the people for what cause she had touched 

him, and how she was healed immediately. And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort: thy 

faith hath made thee whole; go in peace. 

Section 5 
Science and Health 

18 | 113:5–6 

The vital part, the heart and soul of Christian Science, is Love. 

19 | 365:15–19, 31 

Speedy healing 

If the Scientist reaches his patient through divine Love, the healing work will be accomplished at 

one visit, and the disease will vanish into its native nothingness like dew before the morning 

sunshine. 

The poor suffering heart needs its rightful nutriment, such as peace, patience in tribulation, and a 

priceless sense of the dear Father's loving-kindness. 

20 | 494:11 

It is not well to imagine that Jesus demonstrated the divine power to heal only for a select number 

or for a limited period of time, since to all mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good. 

21 | 192:27 

We walk in the footsteps of Truth and Love by following the example of our Master in the 

understanding of divine metaphysics. Christianity is the basis of true healing. Whatever holds human 

thought in line with unselfed love, receives directly the divine power. 

22 | 411:10 

If Spirit or the power of divine Love bear witness to the truth, this is the ultimatum, the scientific 

way, and the healing is instantaneous. 



Section 6 
The Bible 

15 | Romans 8:38 I am, 39 

I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 

us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

16 | Acts 9:36–41 

Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called 

Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. And it came to pass in 

those days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they had washed, they laid her in an upper 

chamber. And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was 

there, they sent unto him two men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to them. Then Peter 

arose and went with them. When he was come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the 

widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she 

was with them. But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him to the 

body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up. And he 

gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when he had called the saints and widows, presented her 

alive. 

Section 6 
Science and Health 

23 | 304:9–14 

This is the doctrine of Christian Science: that divine Love cannot be deprived of its manifestation, 

or object; that joy cannot be turned into sorrow, for sorrow is not the master of joy; that good can 

never produce evil; that matter can never produce mind nor life result in death. 

24 | 445:19–21 

Christian Science silences human will, quiets fear with Truth and Love, and illustrates the 

unlabored motion of the divine energy in healing the sick. 



25 | 384:5–12 

Corporeal penalties 

Let us reassure ourselves with the law of Love. God never punishes man for doing right, for 

honest labor, or for deeds of kindness, though they expose him to fatigue, cold, heat, contagion. If 

man seems to incur the penalty through matter, this is but a belief of mortal mind, not an enactment 

of wisdom, and man has only to enter his protest against this belief in order to annul it. 

26 | 387:18–24 

That man does not pay the severest penalty who does the most good. By adhering to the realities 

of eternal existence, — instead of reading disquisitions on the inconsistent supposition that death 

comes in obedience to the law of life, and that God punishes man for doing good, — one cannot 

suffer as the result of any labor of love, but grows stronger because of it. 

27 | 412:13 

Eloquent silence 

The power of Christian Science and divine Love is omnipotent. It is indeed adequate to unclasp 

the hold and to destroy disease, sin, and death. 

Section 7 
The Bible 

17 | Matthew 10:8 

Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely 

give. 

18 | Ephesians 3:14–19 I bow 

I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven 

and earth is named, That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened 

with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being 

rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and 

length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye 

might be filled with all the fulness of God. 



19 | I Thessalonians 3:12 

And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, 

even as we do toward you: 

Section 7 
Science and Health 

28 | 241:19–21 

The substance of all devotion is the reflection and demonstration of divine Love, healing sickness 

and destroying sin. 

29 | 496:15 

Hold perpetually this thought, — that it is the spiritual idea, the Holy Ghost and Christ, which 

enables you to demonstrate, with scientific certainty, the rule of healing, based upon its divine 

Principle, Love, underlying, overlying, and encompassing all true being. 

30 | 340:12 

Divine Love is infinite. Therefore all that really exists is in and of God, and manifests His love. 
 


